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avoid such propositions altogether, or to depart from,
at least, the letter of the Deed of Foundation of these
Lectureships. The former course would, I think,
detract from the usefulness of the lectures ; but, if
the latter were adopted, it would be requisite to
exercise a sound judgment, so as to avoid entering
a region of theological controversy, from which it
was evidently the intention of Lord Gifford that his
Lecturers should hold aloof. I have hardly ventured
at all on this latter alternative, for fear of transgress-
ing the conditions of the deed. Perhaps I have been
over-scrupulous in this respect. For, after all, in the
cases I have been supposing, the arguments for or
against a proposition which are derivable from reason
form by hypothesis only a minor part of the total
evidence; they are only to be taken for what they
are worth; it is not pretended by any means that
they settle the question. If they should be confirm-
atory of what was previously accepted on other
grounds, they lead to its being held more firmly. If,
on the other hand, they should appear to be in oppo-
sition, they afford material for thought. They incite
to a fuller examination of the question as a whole;
and, if this be carried on in a humble, truth-loving
spirit, it may quite possibly lead to a larger insight
into the question as a whole, which may have the
effect of clearing away some unperceived error, and in-
troducing harmony into the whole body of evidence.